
 

 

Snoka’s story 

(Listen carefully- you will be asked questions about this story)  

Snoka was an eight year old girl and her favorite subject was science.  Maybe you and 

her are alike.  However, what is different about Snoka is that she has had leprosy.  Her 

father, mother and grandmother have also had leprosy.  Leprosy is a disease that people 

can catch caused by tiny bacteria. Leprosy is actually one of the oldest diseases known 

to humankind.  The disease leaves marks on your body kind of like a rash and you also 

start to not be able to feel things any more.  If left untreated your hands and feet start 

to erode away and you can be left very disabled. 

 

When Snoka found out that she had leprosy she was very afraid that she would become 

ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΦ {ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅΦ  The reason for this is 

because people who have leprosy are wrongly considered to be cursed.  Because they 

are wrongly considered to be cursed their family and community will send them away 

and reject them. 

We should love all people just as Jesus did and have compassion just as he did.  In 
aŀǊƪΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ мΥпл-41 it says:  

40 A man with leprosy came and knelt ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΦ άLŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀƭ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŎƭŜŀƴΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
   41 Moved with compassion,[a] WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ άL ŀƳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎΣέ 
ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά.Ŝ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΗέ 42 Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was 
healed 
 

The Leprosy Mission works with people like Snoka to show them love and compassion. 

Now Snoka is fourteen and has completed her treatment needed for her condition. 

When Snoka finishes school she wants to be a nurse so that she can help other people. 

 

 

 

 
www.leprosymission.org.au 

http://bibleresources.bible.com/passagesearchresults.php?passage1=Mark+1%3A40-45&passage2=&passage3=&passage4=&passage5=&version1=51&version2=0&version3=0&version4=0&version5=0&Submit.x=0&Submit.y=0#fen-NLT-24229a


 

 

 

 

 

 

Leprosy Worksheet 
Q.  What is leprosy? Can you tell me how it is caused? 

 

 

 

 

Q. What was it that Snoka was afraid of? 

 

 

 

 

Q. Why didn’t Snoka want to tell her friends that she had leprosy? 

 

 

 

 

Q. Should Snoka be treated differently by her friends and family? How would you treat one of your 

friends if you found out they had leprosy? 

 

 

 

 

Q. What is being done to help those affected by leprosy? 

 

 

 

 

  
This is two pictures of Snoka   

 

  

 

www.leprosymission.org.au 



 



Question Sheet with Answers 
 

Questions related to the story: 

Q.  What is leprosy? Can you tell me how it is caused? 

A. Leprosy is an infectious disease caused by tiny bacteria.  

 

Q. What was it that Snoka was afraid of? 

A. That she would become disabled. 

 

Q. Why didn’t Snoka want to tell her friends that she had leprosy? 

A. Unfortunately this is because people are afraid of leprosy and believe that they will catch it if they get 

ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅΦ  aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ΨǎǘƛƎƳŀΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

where they are treated badly, neglected or left out. They often feel very sad because they are lonely.  

 

Q. Should  Snoka be treated differently by her friends and family? How would you treat one of your 

friends if you found out they had leprosy? 

A.  No, Snoka should not be treated differently. Leprosy is curable! Medication known as Multi drug 

therapy is used to cure leprosy. Two days after taking the medicine, leprosy suffers can go back into 

their communities as they are no longer contagious. Sadly, a lot of people ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅ ŀƴŘ 

still treat leprosy sufferers unfairly and leave them out because they are afraid. 

 

Q. What is being done to help those affected by leprosy? 

A. Organizations like The Leprosy Mission seek to provide medical help to those affected by leprosy and 

to help their communities. They have many hospitals and programs to help people with leprosy and seek 

to create awareness in the community to prevent people from being treated unfairly. 

 

 

Class Discussion 

 

In what countries do we find people with leprosy? 

See the Poster 

 

 Can you think of some ways that we, in Australia, can help people affected by leprosy?  

We can help people affected by leprosy by telling our friends and family about leprosy.  Leprosy still 

exists today and at least one person is diagnosed every 2 minutes. We can also help by donating money 

to charities and organizations that are in place to provide treatment and care for those suffering from 

leprosy and disability. The more money raised, the more that can be done to eradicate (get rid) of 

leprosy altogether. 

 

 

 

 


